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What Test Takers Are Saying

"[The Blueprint] helped me see my preparation more strategically than
emotionally. The biggest value is that [The Blueprint] saves time by telling

you what actually matters instead of guessing. | can tell it is built from real

experience."

"The most useful part to me is the tips about what is commonly messed up
and what to look out for in each subject. This is a great resource
especially for someone who doesn't know much about the test or is just

starting their studying journey."

The Blueprint has helped over 30 test takers in preparing and understanding the FE Civil Exam.
Their diagnostic results, feedback, and real experiences shaped every section of this guide,

including the three 60-day study plans built from the most common score profiles.
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Before We Start

My name is Javier Cervantes. | am an EIT-certified civil engineer, currently working as an
Electric Utility Estimator. | graduated with a Bachelors of Science. in Civil Engineering from San
Jose State University. | passed the FE Civil exam in my final semester of my undergraduate

studies, and | am building a career doing exactly what | set out to do when | started this journey.

But things weren’t always this fine and dandy. | started from zero. | began as an overwhelmed,
oftentimes confused, engineering student who was barely getting by in his classes. | was

constantly unsure of what my next step for my career and educational goals should be.

But through years of trial and error (fancy way of saying: messing up and making many
mistakes) I've compiled all of the information, tips and strategies that I've come up with, and

frankly, that | wish | had when | set out on this journey of obtaining my EIT certification.

You want to pass this exam, earn your EIT certification, and take the first real step toward
becoming a licensed Professional Engineer. Whether you're still in school, already working,
taking this for the first time, or coming back after a previous attempt, the goal is the same. You

want to pass, and you want to stop wondering if you're doing enough to make that happen.

This guide was built to eliminate any and all uncertainty, no matter which situation you find
yourself in. This document contains a structured methodology that tells you exactly what to
study, in what order, and how to use the tools available to you, specifically the FE Reference

Handbook and the NCEES exam specifications, to prepare strategically instead of blindly.

Within the first 10 pages of reading, you will already have a much clearer idea of how to tackle
this exam and how to prepare for it so that you can pass it. But the nuggets of information i

provide dont stop there, so make sure to keep reading!

Now let me tell you how | got here, because the path was not as clean as it sounds.
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How | Got Here

| failed the FE Civil exam twice before | passed it.

I’'m not going to dress that up or bury it in the back of this guide. It is the reason this document
exists. When | was studying the first time, | did what most people do: | bought a review book,

worked through it front to back, and showed up thinking that was enough. It was not.

What I did not understand until after | failed was that the FE is not just testing whether you know
engineering. It is testing your abilities in strategically breaking down an exam and . Thatis a

completely different skill, and nobody told me that clearly before | sat down for my first attempt.

| regrouped, bought another review book and began grinding more practice problems. | took the
exam again, what do you know: Failed. After my second failure, | took a step back and asked
myself what | was actually doing wrong. The answer was not that | was bad at engineering. The
answer was that | was studying without a strategy. | was covering material inefficiently, while

convincing myself | was doing the opposite.

| decided to change my approach: | stopped studying blindly and started studying strategically. |
began discovering different methodologies and strategies that helped me tackle a daunting 6

hour exam, and break it into bite size chunks. On my third attempt, | passed.

That is what this document is. And now it has been shaped by the experiences of over 30 test
takers whose diagnostic results and feedback informed every study plan, every subject

breakdown, and every piece of advice in these pages.

If you have questions or feedback at any point, reach out at jay@seriouscivilengineer.com.

If you're ready, let’s get into it.

Javier Cervantes, EIT

SeriousCivilEngineer.com
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Overview

What Is the FE Exam?

The Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Civil exam is a computer-based test administered by
NCEES. Passing it earns you the Engineer-in-Training (EIT) certification, which is recognized as
the first formal step toward becoming a licensed Professional Engineer (PE). The exam is 110
multiple-choice questions across 14 subjects, taken in 5 hours and 20 minutes with a digital

reference handbook provided on screen.

Itis not a test of how smart you are. It is a test of how well you understand engineering
fundamentals and how efficiently you can use the FE Reference Handbook to find and apply the

right equation under timed conditions.

The Biggest Problems Test Takers Face

After reviewing over 30 diagnostic reports and speaking with dozens of test takers, the same

problems come up again and again:

* They do not know what to study first, so they study everything equally and run out of

time before the exam.

* They do not use the FE Reference Handbook during preparation, so they are slow and

unfamiliar with it on exam day.

» They have no way to identify their specific weaknesses until after they have already
failed.

* They spend money on expensive review courses that move at a pace that does not

match their needs.

* They study hard but study the wrong things, putting effort into areas that do not move

their score.
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* They study hard but study the wrong things, putting effort into areas that do not move

their score.

* They feel overwhelmed, anxious, and unsure whether their preparation is actually

working.

How This Book Solves Them

Every section in this guide was built to directly address one or more of those problems. The

methodology is built on two pillars that helped me pass the exam on my third attempt.
What You Will Gain From This Book
* A clear understanding of what the FE exam is, how it works, and what it actually tests.

» A strategic study methodology that prioritizes your time based on what moves your score

the most.

* Three complete 60-day study plans built from the most common diagnostic score

profiles.

* A subject-by-subject breakdown of all 14 NCEES subjects with what to focus on and

what traps to avoid.

» A framework for reading and interpreting your diagnostic report if you are retaking the

exam.

» Confidence that you are covering everything you need to cover, because this guide is

mapped to the exam specifications.

What | Gain From This

| built SeriousCivilEngineer.com because the resources | needed when | was preparing for this
exam didn’t exist. I'm a guy who went through this process, struggled with it, and came out the
other side with a methodology that works. Every product | build is designed to help engineers
and students pass this exam and advance their careers. When you succeed, it validates the

system and helps me reach more people in the same position. That is the exchange.
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Quick Overview of What Is Inside

= Part | answers the most frequently asked questions about the FE exam, from whether
you should take it before graduating to how to study subjects you already feel confident
in.

= Part Il breaks down the exam itself: format, scoring, the testing interface, allowed

calculators, and what to expect on exam day.

= Part lll covers study strategy: how to prioritize subjects, how long to study, how to
manage your time during the exam, and how to use the FE Reference Handbook as your

greatest advantage.

-> Part IV is the subject-by-subject breakdown of all 14 NCEES subjects, including what

they test, what to internalize, and the common traps that cost students points.

- Part V is for anyone who did not pass on their first attempt. It covers how to read your
diagnostic report, how to build a retake priority plan, and includes three complete 60-day

study plans built from the most common score profiles.
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Who This Book Is For

Whether you are a full-time student balancing classes and a job, or a working engineer fitting
study sessions around your career, the one thing you cannot afford to waste is time. This guide

was created to make every hour of your preparation count.

If You Are a Student Taking the FE for the First Time

| getit. You're busy. You have classes, extracurriculars, friends and family, and maybe a job on
top of that. The FE exam costs $225 just to sit for, and you know that passing before or right
after graduation gives you a career advantage. This guide gives you a clear study plan, answers
your biggest questions upfront, and tells you exactly what to prioritize so you are not wasting

your limited study hours guessing.

If You Are a Working Professional Taking It for the First Time

Okay, so you’ve been out of school for a while and the material is not as fresh as it used to be.
Your available study time is limited by your career and your life. This guide helps you relearn
efficiently by focusing on the highest ROI subjects first, using the FE Reference Handbook as a
crutch instead of relying on memory, and following a structured timeline that works with a

full-time schedule.

If You Are Retaking the Exam as a Student

You failed, and that stings. But you are still in school, which means the material is still
accessible and your study time is still flexible. Part V of this guide is built specifically for you.
The diagnostic breakdown, the retake methodology, and the three 60-day study plans were

created from real diagnostic data to help you change your approach.

If You Are Retaking the Exam as a Working Professional

You already know the exam is hard. You need a plan that respects your schedule and targets

exactly what went wrong last time. The retake section and the study plans in this guide scale to



your available hours, and the methodology focuses your energy on the specific areas that will

move your score, not a front-to-back review of everything.

How to Use This Blueprint

This document is designed to give you a complete breakdown of the Fundamentals of
Engineering exam. Whether you are preparing for your first attempt or working through a retake,
it is organized so you can jump directly to what matters most for where you are right now.
First time test taker

Start with Part | to get your biggest questions answered, then move to Part Il to understand the
exam format. Use Part Il to build your study plan and Part IV for subject-by-subject guidance.
Preparing for a retake

Go to Part V first. Read your diagnostic report with the guidance there, find your score
archetype in the study plans, then use Parts Ill and IV to target your weak subjects specifically.
You already know how the exam works. Focus your energy where it counts.

Mid-study and need targeted help

Jump to the specific subject in Part IV for the breakdown of what actually matters, then drill
practice problems for that subject.

Cramming in the final week

Part lll has the exam week strategy and time management guidance. Part IV has the
quick-reference tips for each subject. Focus on your highest-weight weak areas: Geotechnical,

Water Resources, and Structural carry the most questions.
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The complete guide goes deeper into every aspect
of strategic FE Civil exam preparation.

©® Sample Study Plans for Real Score Profiles NEW

@ Complete Diagnostic Breakdown

@ Priority Study Framework

© Retake Strategy and Mindset

@ Curated Resource Recommendations

"[The Blueprint] helped me see my preparation more
strategically than emotionally."

-- Samantha, FE Civil Test Taker

GET THE FULL BLUEPRINT
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